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EXPLOITATION 


BOOK STORE TIE-UP 


Contact local book stores and have 
them feature a full window display of 
all books written by Mary Roberts 
Rinehart as “The Door,” “Miss Pinker- 
ton,” and “The Bat.” Center of window 
display consists of action scene stills 
and selling copy on “The Nurse's 
Secret,” adapted from one of her most 
thrilling mystery stories. 


SPOT RADIO FLASH 


Use this radio flash before or after 
mystery and thriller programs. Script: 


Flash! Last night a man was mysteriously 
found dead. How and why he was killed 
has baffled the entire community. His fam- 
ily called it an accident, the coroner called 
it suicide, and the police called it mur- 
der. It’s the most amazing and interesting 
case that the police have ever been con- 
fronted with. The real method and motive 
behind this death is so amazing that only 
one person, a nurse, knows the secret. 
You'll gasp when you learn “The Nurse’s 
Secret” as it’s the strangest case in medi- 
cal history. Go to the Strand Theatre and 
see “The Nurse’s Secret.” You'll enjoy 
every minute of its thrill-packed action. 


NOVEL THROWAWAYS 


Distribute around town by pretty girl 
dressed as a nurse. 


| FOR YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT ... 
“THE NURSE’S SECRET” 


V4 Thrills 

Ya Romance 
V4 Comedy 
V4 Suspense 


TIE-UP STILLS...6—50« 
Order from Campaign Plan Editor, 
321 West 44th St., New York, N. Y. 
REGIS TOOMEY LEE PATRICK 
Men’s Hat—RT 9 Costume Jewelry—LP 28 


Pipe—RT 12 Handbag—LP 30 
Camera—RT PubA Necklace—LP 6 


THRILL CARD IN LOBBY 


This stunt will give you a fine mailing 
list for an exploitation outlet on all 
forthcoming mystery films. Hand out 
cards as shown below to everyone 
who sees the show. At the end of the 
day blow-up one of these cards in your 
lobby and post the number of people 
who thrilled to situation 1, 2 or 3. 


“THE NURSE'S SECRET” 
THRILL CARD 


Tell us after you have seen 
"The Nurse's Secret" which 
situation gave you the biggest 
thrill. Was it when: 


1. The nurse was caught go- 
ing through the library in 
search for the missing clue? 


When the nurse was ac- 
cused of injecting poison 
into the dying woman's 


arm? 


When the nurse met and 
was almost strangled by 
the killer? 


Ask attendant for "Thrill 
Card" and write your re- 
actions to the scene that gave 
you the biggest thrill. Give 
your name and address and 
we will award the writer of 
the best answer a guest ticket 
to next week's show. Leave 
this card with attendant. 


Exploit ‘Nurse’ and ‘Secret’ Angles 


MAILING CAMPAIGN to local nurses will 


SELL MYSTERY FANS 


Mystery story fans are potential cus- 
tomers. Get them interested in your 
showing by: 


l. Telling them that their favorite mystery 
author, Mary Roberts Rinehart, wrote 
the story from which the picture was 
made. Direct mail to reader lists, ob- 
tained from library, book stores, etc., 
will bring showing to their notice. 


2. Tabbing current issues of detective and 
mystery magazines with stickers carry- 
ing title, playdate, and theatre name. 


3. Arranging for distribution of inserts in 
books at lending libraries. 


4. Contacting local mystery club to get its 
backing in your campaign. 


TEASER IDEAS 


On Envelopes... 


Make up teaser envelope for distribu- 
tion all over town. Envelope copy 
reads: “This envelope contains infor- 
mation that solved 2 murders.” Use ad 
reprints inside. 


On Cards... 


Have kids tour town distributing these 
teaser cards: 


What was 
"The Nurse's Secret’? 


Find out 
at the Strand Today. 


You'll gasp when you 
learn 
"The Nurse's Secret"! 


Find Out for Yourself 
At the Strand Today 


Dear Nurse: 


The events that befall Lee Patrick in “The Nurse‘s 
Secret” will give you one of your biggest thrills. A 
man was murdered. His family called it an accident: 
the coroner called it suicide; and the police called it 
murder! The truth, however, was “The Nurse’s Secret.” 
This courageous girl in white, alone, fought the 
strangest case in medical history ... a case of mur- 
der. As one of the profession you undoubtedly will 
want to see this picture at the Strand Theatre and we 
are taking this means of calling it to your attention. 


Sincerely, 
The Manager 


for a radio quiz in your lobby. 


lobby or out front. Copy reads: 


10 o’clock . . . patient sleeping soundly ... 10:30... 
a shot and a loud scream, patient wasn’t disturbed 
... ll o'clock ...man in next room was murdered... 
11:30... Nurse Adams found the secret clue that solved 
the mystery. Learn “The Nurse’s Secret” at the Strand. 


The Effectiveness of Warner's Trailer Is No Secret. ft Sells BIG! 


bring you excellent results. Copy for letter: 


CONTEST among nurses on their most ex- 
citing and interesting experiences in connec- 
tion with their patients. This contest is adaptable 


NURSE'S CHART FOR LOBBY can be 
made up by your artist following the general 
style of a hospital chart but on a larger scale. 
Chart is headed: “The Nurse’s Secret.” Use in 


SECRET DIARY IN LOBBY. Erect a giant 
cut-out of a diary with a large padlock. Copy 
reads: The Nurse’s Secret—the very private life 
of this nurse unlocked and revealed on the 
screen of this theatre starting Friday. Spot a 
group of action scene stills from picture and 
selling copy plus a blow-up of Lee Patrick in 
a nurse’s uniform. 


WINDOW STUNT. White wash window of 
empty local store. Leave peephole for snoopers. 
Copy reads: Take a peep into the private life 
of a nurse. See “The Nurse’s Secret.” Inside the 
window can be seen some action-packed scene 
stills and selling copy taken from the ads. 


SH! IT’S A SECRET. Place a filing case in 
lobby with sign explaining that it contains “The 
Nurse’s Secret.” Wrap chain around it so the 
drawers can’t be opened and surround it with 
stills and this copy: “The Nurse’s Secret” never 
before exposed. The lowdown on the most 
amazing and fascinating experience of a nurse. 
Be sure to see “The Nurse’s Secret” revealed on 
our screen on Friday. 


PU 


LICITY 


Mat 201—30c 


THERE’S A WORLD OF THRILLS for a world of thrill-fans in the new 
Warner Bros.’ mystery, “The Nurse's Secret,” which opens Friday at 
the Strand Theatre. Shown above are Charles Trowbridge, Regis 
Toomey. Ann Edmonds and Lee Patrick in one of the many exciting 
scenes from the new, fast-paced mystery thriller. 


(Lead Story) 


“Nurse's Secret,” 


Mystery 


Drama Coming to Strand 


A mystery-thriller that packs 
suspense from the first reel 
to the last, called ‘““‘The Nurse’s 
Secret,” opens 
next Friday at 
the Strand 
Theatre. The 
Warner Bros. 
picture tells 
the intriguing 
story of two 
mysterious 
murders and 
the havoc that 
reigned be- 
fore they 
were solved. 

Lee Patrick 
is cast as a 
nurse who is called in to tend 
to a woman who is suffering 
from the shock of finding her 
nephew murdered. Regis Too- 
mey, playing the role of a de- 
tective, is assigned to the case 
and gets Miss Patrick to work 


Mat 101—15c 
Lee Patrick 


EXCITING CRIME 
FILM NOW AT 
STRAND THEATRE 


What happens when a ma- 
niacal murderer runs amuck 
in the home of a wealthy dow- 
ager? You'll learn the grim 
answer when you see “The 
Nurse’s Secret,” the exciting 
Warner Bros. mystery hit now 
playing at the Strand Theatre. 

The nurse’s role is played by 
Lee Patrick, and the detective 
assigned to the case, by Regis 
Toomey, surprise hit of ‘Meet 
John Doe.” The pair track 
down the killer at great per- 
sonal risk and solve the mys- 
tery of who murdered the 
dowager’s nephew. 

The plot presents a variety of 
clues and suspects, so that mys- 
tery and action fans will have 
a difficult time deducing the 
identity of the murderer. As a 
matter of fact, the attractive 
blonde nurse finds that she is 
a suspect also, since a patient 
in her charge has been pois- 
oned! Her eventual exonera- 
tion comes only after a series 
of swiftly paced scenes that 
will thrill and hold the atten- 
tion of every theatre-goer. 

“The Nurse’s Secret” was 
written by Mary Roberts Rine- 
hart, one of America’s ace 
mystery writers and a favorite 
with all. The exciting film was 
directed by Noel Smith. 


with him. When her patient 
is poisoned she is accused of 
the deed and it takes some fast 
thinking to clear herself of 
the crime. 

Both she and Toomey set out 
to bring the real murderer to 
justice and their adventures 
get them into many a danger- 
ous situation. The murderer 
they seek to trap is both clever 
and ruthless and it is only 
after the execution of a daring 
plan that they finally bring him 
to bay. 

Mary Roberts Rinehart, who 
is famous for her thrilling tales 
of mystery wrote ‘The Nurse’s 
Secret” and Anthony Colde- 
wey adapted it for the screen. 
The exciting mystery film was 
directed by Noel M. Smith. 


Thrills Galore At Strand 


There are chills, thrills and 
excitement galore in Warner 
Bros.’ new mystery film, “The 
Nurse’s Secret” which will 
open next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. The picture tells how 
two detectives, one amateur, 
the other assigned by the po- 
lice, track down a ruthless kil- 
ler in the home of a wealthy 
dowager. The amateur sleuth 
is played by Lee Patrick who 
gets on the inside track by ob- 
taining a position as a nurse. 
The professional detective, and 
Miss Patrick’s boy friend, is 
played by Regis Toomey. ‘“‘The 
Nurse’s Secret” was directed 
by Noel Smith. The original 
story was written by Mary 
Roberts Rinehart, noted mys- 
tery writer, and adapted to the 
screen by Anthony Coldewey. 


Mystery Fans Startled 


A hair-raising mystery thril- 
ler with a surprise ending that 
will startle the wisest would- 
be detective is Warner Bros.’ 
“The Nurse’s Secret,” which is 
now playing at the Strand 
Theatre. The fast paced film 
stars Regis Toomey and Lee 
Patrick as the breeziest pair 
of sleuths to ever trap a 
murderer. They bring to jus- 
tice a killer who murders 
two people and has intentions 
of continuing his brutal activ- 
ities much further. They en- 
counter many dangers before 
the clever killer is caught. 
The scenario for “The Nurse’s 
Secret” was written by An- 
thony Coldewey from a story 
by that famous author of mys- 
teries, Mary Roberts Rinehart. 
Noel Smith directed the film. 


(Opening Day Story) 


“NURSE'S SECRET” 
MYSTERY-THRILLER 
AT STRAND TODAY 


Mystery, thrills and adven- 
ture make up the exciting 
story of Warner Bros.’ new film, 
“The Nurse’s Secret,’ which 
opens today at the Strand 
Theatre. The story of how a 
detective and his girl friend, 
a nurse, expose a diabolical 
scheme to cash a trumped-up 
insurance policy makes one of 
the season’s most entertaining 
movies. 

Regis Toomey, who was so 
grand in “Meet John Doe,” is 
cast as the dashing, quick- 
witted detective. His girl 
friend, who is not to be out- 
done when it comes to clever 
sleuthing, is portrayed by Lee 
Patrick 

When Juliet Mitchell, played 
by Clara Blandick, discovers 
her nephew lying dead in his 
room everyone believes it to 
be suicide. But the detective 
assigned to the case, Regis 
Toomey’s role, shows that it 
was murder. Blandick is so 
overcome by the news that she 
requires the services of a nurse 
and Toomey sees an opportun- 
ity to have his fiancee, Ruth 
Adams, played by Lee Patrick, 


Mat 103—15c 
Lee Patrick and Regis Toomey 


fill the job and do a bit of 
detective work on the side. 
She becomes so involved in 
her attempts to bring the mur- 
derer to justice that she is 
accused of poisoning her pa- 
tient and only after many a 
hair-raising experience, is she 
able to clear herself. Together, 
Miss Patrick and Toomey trap 
the criminal and solve the 
series of brutal crimes. 
“The Nurse’s Secret” was 
written for the screen by An- 
thony Coldewey from a story 
by Mary Roberts Rinehart. 
Noel M. Smith directed the 
exciting mystery thriller. 


Strand Gets Murder Film 


Excitement is the keynote of 
Warner Bros.’ new mystery 
drama, “The Nurse’s Secret” 
which is now playing at the 
Strand Theatre. A_ cold- 
blooded killer nearly succeeds 
in committing a series of brutal 
crimes but is balked by a nurse 
and a shrewd detective. The 
role of the nurse is played by 
Lee Patrick and that of the 
detective by Regis Toomey. 
The film’s intriguing plot is 
crammed with suspense, thrills 
and a bristling romance. “The 
Nurse’s Secret” was written by 
Mary Roberts Rinehart, famous 
author of mystery tales. 


(Review) 


“Nurse’s Secret” Has Thrills, 
Suspense and Excitement 


“The Nurse’s Secret,” a new 
Warner Bros. picture which 
opened at the Strand Theatre 

last night is a 
: film calcu- 
lated to please 
the most ex- 
acting mys- 
tery fan as 
well as the 
average 
moviegoer. 

The  excit- 
ing story deals 
with murder 

ers & in a wealthy 
Mat 102-15- family circle, 

and the even- 

tual appre- 
hension of a ruthless criminal. 
A nurse called in by the family 
aids the youthful detective to 
whom the case has been as- 
signed, and together they at- 
tempt to solve the baffling case. 
Their combined efforts bear 
fruit, for in addition to solv- 
ing the mystery, the final fade- 
out finds the pair on their way 


Regis Toomey 


“Nurse’s Secret” 


to the nearest justice of the 
peace. 

It would be unfair to delin- 
eate the characters or reveal 
the plot, since that would elim- 
inate the film’s major element 
of surprise and mystery. We’re 
safe in saying, however, that 
even the most discerning arm- 
chair hawkshaw would have 
extreme difficulty in ferreting 
out the murderer. 

Lee Patrick is splendid as 
the nurse innocently impli- 
cated in the affair who harbors 
a dark secret. Regis Toomey, 
fresh from his sensational tri- 
umph in “Meet John Doe” 
scores heavily as the detective. 
In addition, an excellent sup- 
porting cast rounds out the 
group of players. The well- 
paced, imaginative direction is 
credited to Noel Smith, whib 
Anthony Coldewey adapted the 
screen play from a _ popular 
story by Mary Roberts Rine- 
hart, who is America’s foremost 
author of mystery novels. 


Story of 


Mystery Killer, At Strand 


A ruthless murderer who 
threatens an entire household 
is the theme of the thrilling 
new Warner mystery film, “The 
Nurse’s Secret” which opens 
this Friday at the Strand Thea- 
tre. There are three different 
opinions concerning the death 
of a wealthy matron’s nephew. 
The family say it was an acci- 
dent. The coroner claims it to 
be suicide. But the police say 
it is murder! 

Regis Toomey plays the role 
of a clever, young detective 
who has been assigned to the 
case and it is on his conclu- 
sions that the police arrive at 
their grim verdict. In order to 
obtain more information on the 
activities of the family, 
Toomey has his girl friend, 
played by Lee Patrick, secure 
a position as nurse to Juliet 
Mitchell, portrayed by Clara 
Blandick, head of the family. 

Miss Patrick soon discovers 
that the criminal is exception- 


ally clever in covering up his 
tracks and she is so absorbed 
in trying to thwart him that 
she becomes involved in the 
poisoning of her patient. Hav- 
ing the added incentive of 
clearing herself of suspicion, 
Miss Patrick and Toomey are 
determined to leave no table 
unturned in their efforts to 
trap the killer. Every member 
of the household has a motive 
for the crime and so ingenious 
is the criminal that Toomey 
and Miss Patrick are forced to 
carry out a plan that is fraught 
with danger in order to ensnare 
the murderer. Their path is a 
hazardous one and makes one 
of the season’s most exciting 
pictures. 

“The Nurse’s Secret” was 
written by Mary Roberts Rine- 
hart, who is famous for her 
engrossing mystery stories, and 
was adapted for the screen by 
Anthony ,Coldewey. The film 
was directed by Noel Smith. 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for publication ) 

Juliet Mitchell's (Clara Blandick) nephew is found dead and In- 
spector Tom Patten (Regis Toomey) claims that he was murdered. 
Tom has his girl friend, Ruth Adams (Lee Patrick) placed as a 
nurse to Juliet who has a nervous breakdown. Ruth attempts to get 
additional information for Tom and becomes involved in the murder 
of her patient. Tom and Ruth then carry out a very dangerous plan 
to capture the criminal. They succeed after many exciting experiences 
and the murderer's identity proves a surprise to everyone. 


THE CAST 


Ruth Adams 
Inspector Tom Patten 
Florence Lentz 


Miss Juliet Mitchell 
Dr. Stewart 


LEE PATRICK 
REGIS TOOMEY 
Julie Bishop 

Ann Edmonds 
George Campeau 
Clara Blandick 
Charles D. Waldron 
Charles Trowbridge 
Leonard Mudie 
Virginia Brissac 
Frank Reicher 
Georgia Caine 
Keith Douglas 

Faye Emerson 
Lucia Carroll 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by NOEL M. SMITH 


Screen Play by Anthony Coldewey; From a Story by Mary Roberts 
Rinehart; Director of Photography, James Van Trees, A.S.C.; Art 
Director, Stanley Fleischer; Dialogue Director, Eddie Blatt; Film 
Editor, Doug Gould; Sound by Dolph Thomas; Gowns by Howard 
Shoup; Makeup Artist, Perc Westmore. 


Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1941 Vitagraph, Inc. License to reproduce with copyright notice granted newspapers, magazines and other periodicals. 
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Directed by Noel M. Smith 


Screen Play by 
Anthony Coldewey 


From a Story by 
Mary Roberts Rinehart 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 
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